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INTRODUCTION 
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A 



S the Time feems to be now come, 
that through the indefatigable En- 
deavours and moft laudable Affiduity of 
certain worthy Patriots and true Friends 
to their Country, we are at Length 
put into a Condition of carrying on the 
Herring Fishery, there feems to be no 
need of 'an Apology for prefenting to the 
Publick the following curious Pieces, writ- 
ten at different Periods, but all of them 
many Years ago, in order to fhew the Ne- 
ceflity and Importance of fuch a glorious 
Undertaking j more efpecially if we con- 
fider, that many of the moft material PaA 

fages occurring in a Multitude of modern 
Treatifes upon this Head, are in reality 

borrowed from one or other of thefe an- 

* 

tient Tradts, or from Authors who had be- 

a fore 



( ii ) 

fore borrowed them ; fo that it feems to be 
but a Piece of Juftice to bring forth the 
Originals from amidft theQuft and Rubbifli 
of old Libraries, and exhibit them entire to 
the Judgment of this penetrating Age. 



Thefe Difcourfes will fhew, that for the 
Space of one hundred and fifty Years, fuch 
as have looked clofeft to the Interefts of 
this Nation, understood them beft, and had 
carefully compared them with thofe of other 
Nations, were unanimoufly of Opinion, that 
the Undertaking and Pfofecuting the Her- 
ring Fishery was a Matter of the utmoft 
Confequence to this State; and without 
doubt, when this is attentively confidered, 
it will appear a very flrong Argument, that 
fuch an Opinion is well eftablifhed ; for as 
Tully long ago obferved, " Truths founded 
" in Nature, and deduced from thence by 
<c good Senfe, will always furvive ; where- 
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dilations, continue but for ia Day." Than 



was 



wifer Maxim uttered. When 
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When it is faid that this Point has been 
infifted upon for a Century and a half, 

the Reader muft obferve, that the whole 

Period is taken in, from the writing Mr. 
Keymer's QbfervationS) down to our own 
Time ; during all which Space there have 
never been wanting Perfons of good Senfe 
and good Intentions, who have continually 
infifted upon this Matter, and have fome- 
times, not without too much Reafon, bit- 
terlv reflected on that Careleflhefs and Cold- 
nefs with which Admonitions of fuch high 
Confequence, and grounded as well upon 
apparent Experience as undeniable Princi- 

4 

pies, were regarded by thofe whofe Duty 
it was to have liftened to them- at firft, and 
and to have put the People of Great Bri- 
tain long ago in PoffeJJion of what was 
inconteftably their Right. 



It is nolefs evident from thefe Difcourfes, 
that the fudden and quick Growth of the 
Maritime Power of the United Provinces^ 

a 2 a, 
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a Parallel to which may be fought in vain, 
in all Hiftories, either ancient or modern, 
was abjblutely and entirely owing to that 

Zeal and Diligence with which they applied 

themfelves to the Herring Fishery, a 

Circumflance that ought certainly to have 

excited the Attention of this Nation to a 

.thing fo much more within the Power of 
her Subjects, and from which they might 

with Reafon have expected the moft falutary 

and beneficial EfFe<5ts. 



It may poffibly be thought that the Words 
abfolutely and intirely favour too much of 

that Prepoffeilion Men are apt to fhew for 

.Subjects which they warmly efpoufe. But 
the Truth is, that . this Expreflion, how- 
ever ftrong, is perfectly confident with the 

. Matter of Fa<ft ; for as a great Writer has 

juftly obferved, the Dutch Republick rofe 
not like other States, by j4mbition> but 

from a quite contrary Caufe, Opprejfion* 



She 
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She did not rife from a very finally by a 
flow Progreffion, to a very great Maritime 
Powerj but fhe became in a Manner at once 
a great Maritime Power y from being no Ma- 
ritime Power at all. This political Miracle 
was actually wrought by her Application 
to the Herring Fishery. It was the 
only Bufinefs to which at that Time, and in 
her diftrefled Circumftances, the People of 
Holland could apply for the Sake of Sub- 
fiftance, and it was by a wife, fteady, and 

unrelenting Application to this Fifhery that 
they gathered Strength and Wealth, that 
their People of all Ages, Sexes, and Ranks, 

were fed, employed, and maintained. It 
was from hence, before themfelves could 
well expeft it, that they found they were in 
a Condition to undertake greater Things ; 
that they had Sailors, VefTels, and Money, 
fufficient to embark in other Trades, and 
. as they had the Spirit fo to do, they had 
likewife the Prudence at the fame Time to 
preferve and promote this. 

Wc 
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We may alfo farther obferve, that in 
thefe Treatifcs, hot only the Advantages 
that may probably, if not certainly, be ex- 
pected from a Britifh Herring Fishery, 
are very clearly and plainly, as well as fully 
and ftrongly fet forth ; but almoft every 
Objection anfwered, and every Difficulty 
removed, which timorous People apprehen- 
ded might impede, ohftrudt, or overturn 
an Affair of this Nature. 



Thefe, one may reafonably hope, are 
Motives fufficient to recommend the fol- 

F _ 

lowing Sheets to the Perufal of fuch, as 
difdaining to fpend their Time in idle and 
trivial Amufements, or, which is much 
worfe, in attending to Party Difputes, and 
"attaching themfelves to the Service of this 
orthatFadtion, defire rather, to turn their 
Thoughts and direft their Endeavours to 
the real Service of their Country, by pro- 

■ 

( thoting what has a direft Tendency to em- 
ploy the Poor of all Sorts, from the Infant, 

that 
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that is but beginning to know what Work 
is, and thfe Feeble, Maimed, and Old, 
whofe Infirmities have left them but few 
Kinds of Work, which they are yet able to 
do to fiipport the natural Strength and real 
Power of this Nation, by railing, increafing 
and giving Bread to a hardy and active Body 

W M 

of Seamen, in a conftant, ufeful, and whol- 
fome Service, from whence Supplies maybe 
regularly drawn for the 'Royal Navy, of Men 
every Way fit to efpoufe and fuflain the 
Glory of the BritiJJo Flag, and to increafe 
the Wealth of our People by a due Diftri- 

bution t>f it through all Parts of the Ifland, 
in proportion to their Zeal, Adtivity, and 
Induftry, in Favour of what is calculated 
entirely for their own Benefit, and of which 
the Management is left in their own hands. 



To all that has been faid, there is indeed 

one great Objection to be made, and it is fo 

frequently made whenever this becomes the 

Topic of public Coriverfation, that it is but 
juft to ftate it fairly, and give it a full An- 

fwer. 
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fwer. That Objection is, that if things be 
really fo, that if thefe great Truths were 
long ago difcovered, plainly proved, pa- 
thetically inflated upon, frequently repeated, 
and never refuted, how can we poffibly 
imagine, that they ihould remain fo long 
unexecuted, or that thefe prodigious Ad- 



fhould remain 



Hands 



Eyes, but even in the 

wife, and enterprizing People, unembra 



ced? 



very 



feems to be abfurd and 



The Obje&ion takes for granted, a Thing 
that all the World muft allow is very far 
from being an indubitable Fa6t, which is, 
that Men never fail to do what is fit and 
right for them to do, and more efpecially 
if they are advifed and prefled to it. One 
might undertake to {hew, and without Di£- 
ficulty comply with that Undertaking, that 
there have been a Multitude of things very 
fit to be done, and of doing which there was 
much Difcourfe for Ages before they were . 

done. 
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done. The Reformation of the Church is 
one Iriftance, which from the Time of the 
Norman Conqueft was often talked of, 
fometimes endeavoured, and about four 
hundred Years after, in a lucky Seafon, 
compleated. This fhews, that a Thing 
may be very extraordinary, yet not ab- 

furd. 



When our firft Difcoveries were made in 
America^ fome very well-meaning and 
public-fpirited Perfons were defirous of 
fettling Colonies in North America 5 they 
fpared no Pains to fhew how practicable the 
Thing was, how ufeful it might be, and 
with what advantageous Confequences it 
muft be attended ; fome of them, and 
amongft the reft Sir Walter Raleigh > fpent 
vaft Sums of Money out of their private 
Eftates, to bring about this publick Good, 
but they had the Misfortune to be difhe- 

lieved, to be discredited as Projectors, and 

* 

all the juft things they faid, were difre- 

garded, and treated with Contempt, by a 

b cer- 
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certain iblemn fort of People, who either 
would not take the Pains, or ljtad not Parts 
enough to comprehend them . Yet, by 

Degrees, what they propofed was under- 
taken, effectually executed, and has produ- 
ced even more than they promifed. Which 
clearly demonftrates, that what appears 
ftrange to the Great Vulgar, and the Small, 

ought not from thence to be pronounced 
incredible. 



But to come clofer to the prefent Point* 
Under the Reign of King James and 

King Charles I. this Affair of a Britijh 
Fifhery was in fbme Meafure entertained 
and countenanced by the Court and the 
Miniftry, which obliged thofe who oppofed 
the one, and decried the other, to treat it 
as a Thing of little Confequence, and about 
which a Noife was made, purely to em- 
broil us with our good Friends the Dutch. 
When thfe laft of thefe Princes found it 
neceflary to fit 'out a Fleet to defend hi$ 

Right to the Dominion of his own Seas, 

he 
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he was conftrained, or at leaft advifed, to 
have recourse to that odious Project of Ship- t 
money ; and when with infinite Difficulty 
the Deflsn was in fome Meafure brought to 
bear, the Civil War broke out, which put 
an End- to that, and to feveral other Mea- 
fures, which had been taken for promoting 
the true and eflential Intcrcfts of the Na- 
tion ; all things of this Nature falling of 
courfe into Confuiioir. 



But when the Parliament had vanquifhed 
the King, and taken the executive as well 
as legiflative Power into their own Hands, 
they quickly refumed thefe Projects, justi- 
fied all that the two Kings had done, caufed 
the firft of the Pieces in this Collection to be 
printed by their Authority, revived the DiA 
ptitc with the Dutch, aflerted their Rights 
to the Dominion of the Britijh Seas, and the 
Herring Fishery; which they would 

certainly have maintained, as they did all 
Things, with a high Hand, if 'Cromwell 'had 
not outwitted and overturned them. 

b 2 After 
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- After the Reftoration of King Charles 

II. thefe Matters were again brought 
upon the Carpet, and fpr the very fame 
Reafon were undermined and oppofed. 
Some Attempts were made, but Vvere fo 
feebly fupported, and fo unaccountably 
managed, that they came to nothing. Af- 
ter this Time it is eafy to fee what the Rea- 
fons were which hindered thefe Projects 
from being received in earneft and with Ef- 
fect ; fo that we need no longer wonder, 
that notwithstanding the Reafon, the Juf T 
tice, and the Expediency of profecuting a 
Matter of fuch Confequence to the Power, 

the Profit, and the Profperity of Great 
Britaini it has nevertheless remained un- 



many 



Difficultie 



thfc moft untoward Obftacles to our Succefs 

h w 

therein are very happily removed. 



We will now defcend to the particular 
Pieces of which this fmall Collection is com- 

pofed, 
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pofed, in order to give the Reader a juft 
Idea of their Value and Importance. As 

to the Author of the firft, Mr. John Keymer y 
he was a Difciple of, and a Dependant upon, 
Sir Walter Raleigh^ which is the Reafon 
that both this, and another Difcourfe of his, 
have been frequently, and the lail generally 
afcribed to that excellent Perfon and true 
Patriot, who infpired all that were honoured 
with his Friendfhip or Converfation, with 
great and generous Sentiments, and, it is 

highly probable, furnifhed them alfo with 
thofe general Principles that led and con* 

dudted them in their fubfeauent Enauiries. 



- This Gentleman travelled through the 
Low Countries -and Germany * in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, whether on his own 
Occafion, by the Direction of his Patron, 
qt in the Service of any of our Miniflers,, 
is at this Diftance of Time very uncertain*. 
We know, however, from himfclf that 
he did travel, and that the Piece he pub- 
lished was the Fruits of his own Obfervation, 

which 
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which renders it fo much the more authen- 
tick, and affords the greater Reafon to rely 
upon what he fays *, more efpecially as it 
appears from the Plan and the Execution 
of his Work, that he was a Man of great 
Parts, general Knowledge, and not difpofed 
to take things upon Truft. 



We may be farther convinced of the 
Credit due to this Piece, by confidering 
that it was not defigned for private Ufe, or 
to amufe the World with a View of its Au- 
thor's Angular Talents and noble Difcoveries; 
but, on the contrary, was intended as a 
Kind of State Memorial for the Informa- 



with 



i was kept 
examined 



by the moft capable Judges, continuing for 
many Years in Manufcript, nor can we tell 
With any great Certainty at what Time it 
was firfl printed. 



There have been fome, who, notwith- 
standing all thefe Circumflances, inclined 



t» 
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to think that he carried his Computation too 
high, though they are ready to admit that 
he did this with a good Intent, that by 
magnifying the Advantages of this Fi/hery, 

we might be the fooner prevailed upon to 
undertake it. Upon ftridt Enquiry how- 
ever, this will be found no better than a 
Conjecture, arifing from an Unwillingnefs 

that fuch People have to believe Matters that 
appear to them very extraordinary, becaufe 
they are utterly unacquainted with them. 
It would however be very hard to admit 
fuch unfupported Suppoiitions againft the 
Computations of an Author, who fpeaks 

from his own Obfervations, took fo much 

Pains to be well informed, and was never 

contradicted by that Nation of whom he 

fpeaks. 



Befides the fudden Growth of the Dutch 
Maritime Power, as has been before obferr* 

ved, is a diredt and indubitable Proof, that 

he was not miftaken. For as at the firfl 

breaking out of the Troubles in the Low- 

Countries n 
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Countries^ the People of Holland had no- 
thing to depend upon but their Fisheries, 
which of Courfe made them purfue that 
Trade, and the Commerce which flowed 
from it, with incredible Vigour : So their 
being in a very fhort Space able to fit out 
many Ships, to be employed in other 
Trades, to maintain armed Squadrons for their 
own Security, and to moleft their Enemies, 
fhews clearly rhat the Profits of their Fish- 
eries, even then, yielded them an immenfe 
Revenue. 



A Angle' Inftance will fet this in a clear 
Light. Long before thefe Obfervations were 
written, the Owners of the Herring Bufles 
confented to an Impofition of one Dollar 
upon every Lafl of Herring they brought 
Home, for the Maintenance of a Squadron 
to defend them from the Dunkirk Pirates, 
and in one Summer this Duty amounted to 
thirty thoufand Dollars, which proves, that 
there were about a thoufand BufTes employ- 
ed i and we have good Grounds to believe* 

that 
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that three times as many Lafts of Herrings 
were taken in the whole ; their Home Con- 
fumption feldom exceeding one third of the 
the Produce of their Fifhery. Whoever com- 
pares this with Mr. Keymer's Obfervations, 

and with the fubfequent Accounts of the In- 

creafe of that Fifhery, will find that they 
are all very confident and compatible. 



The fecond Piece contains the fuccindt 
Detail given of the Dutch Fifheries by the 
Grand Penfionary yohn De Witt ; and it is 
very remarkable that he is fo far from fuf~ 
pedting the Authorities of Engli/Jo Writers, 
that he builds upon them, reafons from their 
Computations, and admits them to be juft. 
, This therefore comes home to the Point, and 
confirms all that has been hitherto faid, 

and that to fuch a Degree, that it is not 

eafy to conceive how, with any Shadow of 
Probability, it can be contradicted. 



lie is Tikewife very clear, not only in this 
Account, but in other Party of his Writings 

q as 
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as to the prodigious Advantages drawn from 
the Fifheries by the Maintenance of fuch 
Numbers of Perfons as derive their Em- 
ployments and Subfiftence from it. He is 
no lefs zealous for protecting and promo- 
ting them, for granting them all the Privi- 
leges they can aik for, exempting them as 
much as poffible from Duties and Impofi- 
tions, and for defending them from Mono- 
polies, exclufive Companies, and whatever 
elfe may cramp and infringe their Liberties. 



t 

* i 



In this he reafons as a great and confum- 
mate Statefman •> he was defirous that Taxes 
of every Kind fhould be levied chiefly upon 
fuch as can be ufeful to the Publick no other 
Way, that is, upon the Idle and Luxurious, 
thofe, who being grown Wealthy, have 
left off Bufinefs, thofe who inherit Jarge 
Eftates, and live upon the Labour of other 
Men, and thole, who being in the Service 
of the Public, are maintained and live by 
the Public, But he Thought it unjuft, 

and conf equently impolitic, to load the la- 
borious 
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borious and induftrious Part of Mankind 
with fuch Kind of Burthens, becaiife even 
without them they had much ado to live, 

and becaufe in procuring a Livelihood they 
continually added to the public Stock and 
furnifhed a Part of that Fund, from which 
others became rich, and all the Expences of 
the State were defrayed. 



If any fhould furrnize, that after fo much 
Time and Pains fpent, and fo long a Poffef- 

fion this Nation have acquired a better Right 
to the Herring Fishery than any other, 
it may not be amifs to obferve, that tho' they 
have a very old, yet we have a Prior Title 
thereto ; fo that if there was any real Validity 
in this Argument it is in Fa<ft on our Side 

and not on theirs, tho* to be fure nothing of 
this Kind will appear in Dutch Writers, who 
are very commendably Cautious of faying 

•any thing that may prejudice the Caufe of 
their Country. 



c 2 But 
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But the Truth of the Matter is, that 
about threefcore Years before Mr* Keymer 
wrote his Book, or a little more, one Violet 
Stevens^ a difcontented Fishmonger of Lon- 
\don, having fome Difpute with, and think- 
ing himfelf ill treated by the Company, 
went over and fettled at Enchuyfen and in- 

ftrudted the Dutch in the great Wealth 
upon our Coaft, and with how much eafe 

it might be taken from us by an induflri- 
ous People, carrying on their Fifhery vigo- 
roufly and under right Management, How 
well they followed his Inftrudtions, how 
much they improved upon them, and what 
advantageous Confequences flowed from 
their receiving readily and making a right 
"XJfe of good Advice, Events have fully 
fhewn. 



There cannot therefore be the leaft Scru- 
ple entertained but that we have and always 
had a Right to refume the Benefit we once 
enjoyed, and to profit as freely from their 

Ex* 
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Experience, as they have done from ours. 
It is therefore treating the Subject unfairly 
to fuppofe we do or intend to do the leaft 
Injury to our Neighbours, and the Dutch* 
who have faid fo much, and contended fa 

warmly for the abfolute Freedom of the 

Sea and indefealible Liberty of Commerce, 

will never alledge any fuch thing 5 they 

know very well, that Oeconomy and In- 

v duftry are the great Inflruments by which 

s this Trade muft be managed, that if thefe 

■ are in their Hands, they muft keep the 

:) Fisheries, but that if we get them into ours, 

: they muft be content to refign, at leaft a 

■ 

] Share of this lucrative Commerce, to thofe 
I from whom, by help of thefe Inftruments, 
; they formerly took it* 



,1 



1, 



'i 
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This is the true State of the Thing ; and 
the third Treatife in this Collection, written 
by the famous Sir R,oger UEjlrange, is very 
well; calculated to fupply the Proofs. He 
had in his Time the Reputation of being a 
\ methodical as well as a florid Writer, and 

per- 
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perhaps among all the numerous Pieces that 
fell from his Pen, there never was one that 
did him more Honour than this, which is 
written with great Spirit and Accuracy, 
contains abundance of Particulars that are 
very well worth knowing, and throws more 
Light ^upon the Subject than almoft any 
other Piece of the fame Bulk. 



i 



I 



It had the Misfortune to be published in 
the time of the fecond- Dutch War, in the 
Reign of King Charles II. a Seafon^when 
the Generality of the Nation were very juftly 
provoked at' the Meafures then carried on 
riot for vindicating the Rights of the Crown, 
©r fupporting the Commerce of Great Bri~ 
tain, but for the Subversion of the Dutch 
Republick in Conjunction with France $ a 
Conjundtion equally unnatural and unjuft, 
for which, all who were embarked in it, 
all who ^favoured it, and all who afforded it 
Countenance, fuffered defervedly and fe- 

verely. 

But 



4 
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, But if this had, as very probably it might 
have, an Influence on the Sentiments of the 
Nation upon this Subjed: it was very unfor- 
tunate, for if we ought to have Regard to 
the Interefl of our Neighbour, we ought 
furely to be no lefs tender of our own : Self- 

Defence is faid to be the firft Law of Nature, 
and the Confideration of our own Good, is, 
without Doubt, the leading Maxim in true 

Politicks. 



It is our Happinefs to live in free and in 
quieter Times, when Matters of this Sort 
may be fairly examined,- and thoroughly 

canvaffed without giving any Offence to the 
wife, the judicious, and the impartial Part 

of Mankind ; and upon this we have good 
Reafon to ground our Hopes, that the pre- 
fent Undertaking for eftablifhing the Britijk 

Herring Fishery will be as fucccfsful 
*n the Event as it is juft, rcafonablc, and 
even necefTary in its Nature. 



W' 



U 



( xxiv ) 



If the Publication of thefe Tra<£ts, twb 
of which are very hard to bfe met with, can 
be any ways ferviceable in this Refpedt, it 
will fully anfwer the End propofed by col- 
lecting them. As for what regards later 
Times, and more efpecially the prefent 
Circumftances of Things, they are to be 

found in many modern Pamphlets pub- 
lifhed within thefe three Years, feveral of 

them written with great Spirit and Know- 
ledge, as alfo in the Papers written upon 

this Head in the Gazetteer, General Eve- 
ning, Gentleman's and London Magazines, 
the Wejlminjier Journal, and other Perio- 
dical Works, which may be eafily referred 
to, and which are the proper Supplement* 
to thefe Introductory Treatifes. 



John 



John Keymer's 
OBSERVATION 



Made upon the 



\DUTCH FISHING 



■v ■ 
i I 

1 A 

•J 

' i 
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I About the Year 1601 

i Demonstrating, 



i 

i 



hat there is more Wealth railed 01 
rings, and other Fish in his Maj 



\ by the neighbouring Nations, in one Year, 

I than the King of Spain hath from the Indies 

& in four. 

k 

ft AND 




hat there are twenty thoufand Ships and other VeflTcJs, 
f and about four hundred thoufand People then fet on 
Work by Sea and Land, and maintained only by Fifh- 
ing upon the Coaft of England, Scotland, and Ire 
Ian J. 



B 



John Keymefs 

OBSERVATION 



Made upon the 



DUTCH Fishing, &c 




E I N G defirous to look into the 
World, to get Knowledge for my 
Country's Good, I travelled France, Ger- 
many, and diverfe other Places and free States, 
I found in JLubeck feven hundred great 
Ships ; in Hamburgh about fix hundred ; 

Embden, lately a Fifher-Town, within the 
Memory of Man not known to have lixty 

Ships, hath fourteen hundred, almoft a? 
many as belong to all England ; Holland, not 
fo big as one of your Majefty's Shires, eigh- 
teen Miles long and five broad, hath belong- 
ing to it thirty walled Towns, four hundred 
Villages, and twenty thoufand Sail of Ships 
and Hoys, which is more than England, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Scotland, 

B 2 Denmark, 
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Denmark, Poland, Sweden, and RuJJia^ 
have all put together, and builds every Year 
a thoufand new Ships ; having in their Soil 
neither Matter to build them, nor Merchan- 
dize to fet them forth. Standing in Admi- 
ration how this might be, I traced the Coun- 
tries twice over, from Town to Town, and 

from thence along his Majefty's Sea Coafts of 
'England, Scotland, and Ireland, where I found 

not only an Indian Fleet of forty or. fifty 
Sail, with five or fix thoufand People yearly 
employed in this your Shipping, one of the 
greateft Sea-Bufinefles of the World, but at 

the leaft twenty thoufand Sail, and above 
four hundred thoufand Perfons of all Na- 
tions, fet on work in his Majeffcy's Seas 
about taking thofe innumerable Riches of 

Herrings and other Fifh, which offer them- 
felves to his Majefly's Kingdoms above all 
Nations . 







7 J 

X 



The Hollanders have above four thoufand 
one hundred fifliing Ships and Veflels, 
whereof one hundred Dogger Boats, feven 

hun- 
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hundred Pinks and Well-Boats, fevcn hun- 
dred Strand-Boats, four hundred Evers, and 
four hundred Galliots, Drivers and Tod- 
Boats, and twelve hundred BufTes. Since I 
follicited this, to- have two hundred BufTes 
built for England, the Hollanders have 
made eight hundred new BufTes more, in 

all belonging to Holland four thoufand one 
hundred Bufles and other fifhing Ships. 



The fifteen hundred Strand-Boats, Evers, 
Galliots, Drivers, and Tod-Boats, fifh upon 
their own Coafts, and every one of them fets 

on Work one other Veflel, to fetch Salt and 
tranfport Fifh into other Countries ; fo are 
there three thoufand Veflels and forty thou- 
fand Perfons employed and maintained by 
fifhing upon their own Coafts. 



The feven hundred Pinks and Well-Boats, 
from fixty to one hundred Ton apiece, Dog- 
ger-Boats, of about one hundred and fifty 
Tons apiece, do fifh altogether upon the 
Coafts of England and Scotland, for Cod 

and 
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and Ling only, and every one of thefe do fet 
on work one other Veflel, to fetch Salt and 

tranfport Fifh into other Countries after they 
are brought into their own Countries out of 

his Majefty's Seas. 



The two thoufand Bufies, from iixty to 
one hundred and two hundred Ton apiece, 

are employed only for the Herrings about 
Baughamnefs in Scotland^ all along the 
Coafts of England to the Thames Mouth, 
from yum to November, twenty-fix Weeks ; 
and one of their great Buffes do take eight, 

twelve, or twenty Lafts of Herrings at a 
Draught in one Nis;ht, and carries into their 



■&**" ~* w **~ - "& 



own Country, forty, fifty, or one hundred 
Lafts in a Bufs. And our Fifhing con- 



Weeks 



ets and Cobles, from five to ten or twenty 
Tons i when the Herrings come Home to 
our own Road (lead, and we take one, two, 
or three Lafts in a Night, and when we 
bring home icvcn, it is a great Wonder. 



Be- 
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Befide the Number taken by their two 
thoufand Bufles, the Hollanders have above 
four hundred other VeiTels, called Gaynes 
and Evers, which do take Herring at Tar- 
mouth, and there fell them and carry away 

ready Money ; they have yet five hundred 
other Ships, ufually trading every Year to 
London* with Cod and Ling taken in his 
Majefty's Seas, as alio other Parts of Eng- 
landy and here fell them, and carry away 
moil fine Gold, which is made into bafe 

| Gold beyond Seas, a great Hurt to the 
Wealth and Strength of pur Land, and 

I Hinderance to Navigation and Mariners, 

| and Employment of the Poor of this Na- 
tion. 



The Hollanders have made a Law in their 
own Country, that we fhall fell no white 
Herrings nor other Fifh there upon Pe- 
nalty of Confifcation; becaufe they will 
have no other Nation to ferve their Country 
with Fifh but what they take themfelves, 

as well for the Encreafe, as Maintenance of 

Na- 
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Navigation and fetting their People on work. 
Hamburg likewife hath made an Order, 
that we fhall fell no Herrings there, before 

+ 

their Bufles be come from Fifhingand have 
fold all theirs. Thus they take Herrings in 
his Majefty's Seas, and make Laws to crofs 
and hinder us in our own Sales, for the en- 
riching and ftrengthening themfelves, and 
the encreafing their Ships and Mariners- 



i 

The Hollanders do take, in the Time of 
twenty-fix Weeks, with two thoufand Btif- 
fes, about three hundred thoufand Lafts 
(twelve Barrels to the Laft) which are fold 
to the Merchants at ten or twelve Pound the 
Laft, the Fifherman's Price, which amoun- 
teth to three millions and fix hundred thou- 
fand Pounds. The Merchants tranfport and 
fell them into Pomerland, Spruceland, Po- 
land, Denmark, Liejland, Rt^Jta, Sweden, 
Germany, Brabant, Flanders, France f Lake- 
land, fome into England, and other Parts ; 
and fo fell them from fixteen to eighteen, 

twenty, thirty, and thirty-fix Pounds the 

Laft, 
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Laft and more ; which I cannot efteem to 
be fold for lefs than five millions of Pounds : 
All this Benefit they make yearly of Her- 
rings taken out of his Majefty's Seas. 



Befides the BufTes of France, Hamburgh, 

and Embderiy the Hollanders, with their two 
thoufand Bufles, do get the Start of us for 
the Herring Fifhing nineteen Weeks, and 
«very Bufs doth take herfelf twice or thrice 
full, and they do ferve near twenty King- 
doms, Dukedoms, and free States, in the 
Eaft and North-Eaft Regions, before, our 
great Fifhing begins at Tarmouth. And be- 
fore our Fifhing be ended, the Sound, and 
the Rivers that Way, are frozen, fo we can- 
not pafs or find vent into thofe Places. 



For Cod and Ling, they fend forth about 



from 



Tons apiece, every Ship making four or 
five, and fome fix Voyages, in a Year, 
where our fmall Crayets feldom make two 
Voyages. Which huge Quantity of Fifh 

- C and 
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and Herrings taken in his Majefty s Seas, 
they carry into their own Country, and af- 
terwards, by their own Shipping, transport 
them into foreign Kingdoms, fo much to 
their exceeding Advantage, that in fhort 
Time they will be able to eat $11 our Ship- 
ping out at Sea, as may be conje&ured by 
their former Increafe in £q few Years. 



Befides the principal Adventurers, I no-, 
ted that thoufands of Men, their Sons, 
Daughters, and Maid Servants, which take 
forty Shillings or three Pounds Wages in a 
Year, fome of them have five Pounds, ten 
Pounds, and twenty Pounds Adventure and 
more in the BufTesj whereby they grow to 
great Wealth before they come to be mar- 
ried, befides the Men Servants. 

I 

The Return of Merchandize, Wares and 

Coin, for Herrings and other Fifh out of 

other Countries, is fo great, that it maketh 

the Bank for Coin, and Staple for all Kind 

qf Merchandize in Holland* where nothing 

groweth butafewHops,Madder and Cheefe; 

fo 
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{o th6y make the Commodities of other 
Kingdoms ferve their Turns to fet their 
Ships and People on Work, wherewith they 
enrich and ftrengthen themfelves, to the 
Admiration of all Nations. The States of 
Holland receive more Duties and Cuftoms 
for Lafts of Herrings, Fifh, and other Pro- 
fits, inwards and outwards, in one Year, 
than all the Cufloms of England come unto 

in two years. There was paid above three 
hundred thoufand Pounds fourteen Years 
paft, befides the Cuftom of all other Mer- 
chandize for Excifes, Licences, Waftage, 

and Laftage. 



It is moft evidently true, that his Majefty's 
Seas are far richer than the King of Spain's 
Indies ; and there is more made of Fifh, 
taken by the French, Bifcayners* Portugttefe* 
Spaniards* Hollanders* Hamburghers, Bre- 
wers* Embdeners* ScottiJJo* Iri/b, and Eng- 

UJJ) in one Year, than the King of Spain 
hath in four Years out of the Indies ; for 

there are about twenty thoufand Ships and 

C 2 Veffele, 
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Vetfels, and above four hundred thoufand 
Perfons fet on Work, and maintained only 
by the Fifhing upon the Coafts of England? 

Scotland, and Ireland. Such an excellent 
Jewel have neighbouring Princes and States 



Majefty 



J 



/ 



There were in Holland one hundred and 
twenty-fix thoufand Mariners twenty Years 
paftj fince which Time their Shipping and 
Mariners are mightily increafed, every Town 

is grown as great again as they were before 

the Wars, and beautified with an infinite 

Number of furnptuous Buildings,, enriched 

with all Kinds of Merchandizes and Coin y 
and where they had but one Haven in a 
Town before the Wars, they have' now two 

r 

or three, and yet not able to hold tl^eir Ships 
if they were all at Home at one Time - r 
and they employed daily much of their 
Studies to open the Gap of Traffick and to 
make Fulnefs of Trade, becaufc it maketh 

a rich Commonwealth j and they {pare 
for no coft,' nor deny any Privileges that 

may 
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4 

may advance Trade, and defend them from 
their Enemies, whereby they prevail greatly* 



Thefe Herrings are fent Southwards, by 
twenty, thirty, or forty Lafts in a Ship, and 
make rich Return for Herrings, with Oil, 

Wine, Prunes, Honey, Wool, and fuch 
like Commodities, as France, Spain, and 
Portugal yield, with much Coin. 



For the Straits, they load fixty or feventy 
Laft of Herrings, making up their Lading 
with French and Italian Merchandize, which 
they brought home for Herrings; and re- 
turn for Herrings from the Eaft Countries, 
Corn, Wax, Flax, Hemp* Pitch, Tar, 
Soap-aflies, ; Iron,. Copper^ Deal,^ Clap- 
board, Wainfcot, . Mafts,. Timber for Hou- 
fcs, Shipping, Waterworks, PoliJJj Dollars, 

and Hungary Guilders. • 



Upon the River of Rhine, towards Wee- 
fel, and Cologn> and Frank] or t y other Vef- 

fcls, called Lurdains, drawn up with Hor- 

fes, 
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fes, containing three, four hundred, and 
fome five and fix hundred Tons apiece. The 
Skippers have no other Houfes, with their 
Wives and Children to dwell in, and are 
born in them and go always with them 

The Veflels carry up fifty or fixty Lafts of 
Herrings apiece, and barrelled Fifh, and 
Store of Salt upon Salt ; returning for the 

i 

fame Commodities Iron, Steel, Glafs, Mill- 
Stones, Rhenifh Wines, Battery Plate for 
Harnefs, with other Munition $ Silks, Vel- 

F W 

vets, Buratees, Rafh, Fuftians, and other 
Commodities from Franckfort Mart, and 

other Places of Germany^ as thofe Parts 
yield Store of Cafliars, Guilders, and rich or 



f * 



Rix Dollars. The fame Kind of Veflels pafs 
up to Lakeland in like Sort, and thefe make 
but one Voyage in a Year, but very rich. 



To Brabant and Flanders they load twen- 
ty and thirty Lafts of Herrings in a Ship, 
returning for the fame mod part Coin, 
fome Quanity of Tapeflry, Says, and Huljl 



Hops. 



Be- 
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Befides, of thefe Herrings and Fifh taken 
in his Majefty's Seas and none other, are 
vended in great Abundance into Grecia, Alex- 
andria ^ Venice,^ Leghorn , and all over the 
Mediterranean Seas, and other Parts, even 
as far as Brazil. 



Into the Eaft Kingdoms and Dukedoms 

the Hollanders vend above one hundred 

thoufand Lafts in a Year, and we not eighty 

Lafts. At Roan this laft Year we had not 
eighty Laft, and the Hollanders had and fold 
there three thoufand Lafts, and fo in other 

Parts accordingly. 



Thus are we eaten out of Trade, and the 
Bread taken put of our Mouths in our own 
Seas, and the great Cuftom carried from his 
Majefiy s Coffers to foreign Princes and States, 

by the Greatnefs of thqir Buffes and the Mul- 
titudes they take nineteen Weeks before our 

great Fifhing begins at Yarmouth ; and our 

Fifhing lafteth but feven Weeks, with fmall 

Crnycts 
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p 



and 



PJerring Fifhing twenty-fix Weeks 



together. 



So it appears how they make the Com- 
modities of other Nations ferve their turns 
to enrich themfelves, and encreafe their 
Shipping and Mariners,and to fet their People 
on Work to good Benefit ; to enlarge their 
Cities and Towns, and to ftrengthen and 
fortify themfelves exceedingly ; and what 

an infinite Store of Wealth they bring into 
that fmall Country, having fo {lender a Foun- 
dation as Fifhermen, is admirable to be- 
hold ! 



Thus they make their Landmen Seamen, 
their Seamen Fifhermen, their Fifhermen 
Mariners, Mariners Merchants, and of their 
Merchants Statefmen, to govern and make 
their Country profper by their long Expe- 



rience. 



It 



f 
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It followeth, that one Bufs of one hun-> 
dred or eighty Tons employeth three Ships, 

fets on Work and maintaineth, both at Sea 
and Land, above four hundred Perfons, and 
thirty feveral Trades and Occupations, thus 
it may evidently appear how the one thou- 
fand Sail of Pinks, Well-Boats, and Dog- 
ger-Boats, and their two thoufand great 
Bufles do fet on Work two hundred thou- 
sand Perfons, and feven thoufand two hun- 
dred Sail of Ships of the Hollanders, by 
filling upon his Majefty's Coafts. 



Firft, fhe fets on Work in her own Hull* 
within herfelf, of Mariners and Fifhermen, 
forty. 



Secondly, fhe employeth three Ships be- 
fides herfelf; one to fetch home Salt into 



carry 
and to 



Herrings 



Herring 



and 



D 
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hundred Mariners are employed. Thus 
are three Ships and one hundred Perfons 

bulled at Sea by one Bufs. 



Thirdly, at Land, of Spinners and Hemp- 
winders to make Cables and Cordage, like- 
wife Yarn, Twine and Thread, for the mak- 

ing of Nets and Lines, Weavers to make 
Sail Cloth, Viewers, Packers, Tellers, Dref- 
fers, Couchers to make the Herrings lawful 

Merchandize, Tanners to tan their Nets 

i 

and Sails, Saltmen to make Salt upon Salt, 
Coopers in great Abundance to make Bar- 
rels ; Blocks and Bowl-makers for Ships, 
Porters, Keelmen, Lightermen, and La- 
bourers, to be employed in carrying and re- 
moving { as alfo Hewers and Squarers of 
Timber, Sawyers of Planks, Carpenters, 
Shipwrights, Smiths, Sledgmen, Carmen, 
Boatmen, Brewers, Bakers, and a Number 
of other Perfons, too tedious to repeat. Of 

the Salefmen and the Mariners, with diverfe 
others depending upon this unfearchable 
Bufincfs, there cannot be lefsthen two hun- 

4 

dred; 
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hundred $ fo that with the former there are 
three hundred Perfons and three Ships fet. 
on Work by one Bufs. 



And yet, befides allthefe that work, they 
have their Wives, Children, and Families, 
hardly to be numbered, that neither do nor 

can work, and yet are maintained and live 
wealthily out of this one Bufs ; the Mer- 
chants, Salefmen, Owners of Ships, Mat- 
ters, Mariners, and Fiftiermen, cannot de r 
ny this. 



I have feen, of Eng/i/h, ScotiJh y French, 
Hollanders, Embdeners, Bremeners, Ham- 
burghers, and others, near three thoufand 
Sail, fifhing at one Time uppn the Coaft of 
Scotland, Shetland* Orkney, Caffney, North- 
furreJ, FowUIJle^ and diverfe other Places. 



V 

All the Bufles of Holland, France^ Emb- 
den and Hamburgh, have their iirft L&ding of 
Herrings, near Baughawanes> (Butfoannefs) 
and above one thoufand Sail of Pinks, Well- 

D 2 Boats, 
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Boats, Dogger-Boats, take Cod, Ling, and 
other Fifh there. Furthermore, all the great 

Staple Ling, called Holland Ling, taken 
only by the Hollanders, are gotten about 
thefe Ifles, wherewith they ferve all Chrif- 
tendom. 



From the Staple near Berwick* all along 
the Coaft of England to the Thames Mouth, 
are innumerable Shoals and Variety of Fifh 
befides the Multitude of Cod, Ling, and 
Herring, as Mackerels, Whitings, Had- 
docks, Soals, Thornback, Flaik, Scate, 
Brett, Gurnet, Turbut, Plaice, Conger, 
Buffs, and others innumerable. 



From the Thames Mouth, all along the 
Coaft of Rent* Sujfex* and Hampjhire^ 
Wiltfhire > and Dorfetfhire, not fuch Store 
of Cod, Ling, and Herrings, yet the like 

Variety of other Fifh, and more, as the 
Eyes of the Fifhmongers of London, the 
Country, and their Fifhermen can teftify. 



All 
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Upon all the Coafts of Devon/hire, and 
Cornwall, are exceeding great Shoals, and 
Variety of Fifh, with Pilchards and Her-* 
rings : The laft Year, in June y fuch Mul- 
titudes of Herrings came fo near the Shore 
of Claverly Key, and all over thofe Places, 
that the People went with but fmall Pro- 
vifion of Nets, and took and drew them up 

4 

the Land in fuch Plenty, that they were fold 
for four Shillings the Thoufand, which is 

w 

the Number in a Barrel ; and were fuch Store, 

that they gave them to their Hogs to eat, 

and buried the reft in the Ground, for lack 
of Salt and Barrels to prefer ve them. 



Alfo about twenty Miles from thence 
there was abundance of Herrings fpread the 
Seas, but the People took no more than they 

could ipend prefently, for lack of Provifion 
to take and preferve them, of which there 
is great Want about England* 



From 
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From the Mouth of the Severn round 
about the Coaft of Wales, Holyhead, Weft- 



Chejler, Liverpool, '$/&06 along the Coafts 





of England to Scotlatialfatre is Store and 

r 

Variety of Fifh. 



* 



r ' 



All over the Coafts of Ireland, Gallway, 



Slego, and the Coafts of Connaught to Baltf 

hannon, the Band, and the North pf jfr*- 
/##</, Longford, Carrickfergus and Strong- 

jfary/, there isStore and Variety of Fifh, be- 

fides the Multitude of Cods, Lings, Her- 

rings, Salmon, Seals, Porpoifes, Whirlpool 
and Dog-Fiih. 



h 

In the Mouth of-. Ireland, not far from 

Donegal, there are fuch Multitude of Her- 
, rings, that it is hardly to be believed, fo big 
and large, that three Herrings make a Yard 
in Length. From Carlingford to Dundalk, 

V 

the Bay of Dublin and Warford, Water- 
ford, Bear-Haven, Brook-Haven, and fo 

round 
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round about the Coaft of Ireland the like 
Variety and Fifh in Abundance. 



The French, Hollander s i Embdeners, fire- 
meners, Hamburghers^ and others, fifh upon 

the Coaft of England, Scotland^ and Ireland^ 
and this is the Difference between them and 

t 

4 

us, they go forth in June to feek the Shoals 
of Herrings, and having found them, 
dwell amongft them, coming along with 
them until November ', taking them in great 
Abundance ; and we ftay till the Herrings 
come Home to our own Coaft, and fome- 
times fuffer them to pafs by us before we 
look out, and fo lofe God's Bleflings. 



All thefe Nations do beat upon his Ma- 
jefty's Coafts for Fifh with great Ships, take 

and carry away incomputable Riches ; when 
our little Boats, Crayets and Cobles dare not 
look out at Sea but in fair Weather, for in 
foul Weather the Sea fwalloweth them up, 

neither dare they fifh far from the Shore in 

fair 
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fair Weather, their Boats are fo {lender and 
flight. 






The People of Ireland and round about 
the Coafts of England, after they have been 
at Sea, and brought home their Veflels full 
of Fifh, will not go to Sea again for more 
till thofe be fpent and they in Debt, fo that 

Neceffity compels them, unlefs it be fome 
few, and they profper 3 yet they are loth to 
take too much, left itfhbjuldbe too cheap, for 
they never feek otbgl Markets but their 




own, and our Fiffifcrmen go to Sea over 
Night, to take Fifh to ferve the Markets 
the next Day, and fome at three o'Clock 

1 

in the Morning go to fetch Fifh, and yet 

j 

return Home at nine o'Clock the fame 
Morning to ferve their Market with their 
Boats full laden with Cod and Ling and 
other Fifh, and then to the Alehoufe drink- 
ing Day and Night, till all be fpent and 

they in Debt, and can be no longer trufted, 
and then to Sea again for more. This is the 

Life 
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Life of thefe People, in a Country 
great Riches are to be gotten. 



Such an excellent Benefit hath God fcnt 
his Majefty and his Kingdoms, as, let all the 
Kingdoms in Chriftendom be put together, 
they are not able to compare with the Fifh- 
ing upon thefe Coafts, nor yet the Spanijh 
Indies : I ipeak knowingly. 



And farther, let all the Mines of thefe 
Kingdoms, as Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, Al- 

lum j yea, Cloth and Wool, be put together, 

yet the Fifhing will do more good to his 
Majefty 's Kingdoms than all thefe, in the 
four following Points. 



Firft, for the Augmentation, Maintenance 
and Increafe of Navigation and Mariners, 
which hath ever been held a fpecial Jewel 
for England. 



Secondly, in bringing in to his Majefty 

and Kingdoms, great Riches of AU Kinds, 

E and 
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and making fuch Strength of Ships and 
Mariners as will make all Nations in the 

World to vail the Bonnet to England. 



i 

Thirdly, for the bringing in and making 
Employment for all People, both young and 
old, for the keeping of them from Beg- 
ging and Stealing, and other Diforders : 
And hereby his Majefty fhall make exceed- 
ing great Trade and Traffic within this Land 
and upon the Seas, as the like hath never 
been effedted by any King of England for 
the general Good. 



•m 

Fourthly, for the bringing in and making 
all Things plenty, and caufing many Store* 
houfes to be erected in England and filled 
full of Fifh, to ferve ourfelves, and tranf- 

■ + 

port into other Kingdoms ; like as Black- 

well-Hall in London, and other Places in 

England, ate filled with Cloth, which con- 
tinually are emptied, and yet are always 

filled. 



• * 



it 
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It is moft evidently true (God be thanked) 
that there is Fifh and Herring enough and 
Vent enough for us all, if we had 2fe many 
Buffes as they, for the twenty hundred 
great Buffes belonging to Holland^ France^ 
Embden and Hamburgh \ and above two 
hundred new Buffes which they build and 
increafe yearly, all not able to fervc Chris- 
tendom with Fifh and Herrings ; they are 
fcarce and dear in moft Foreign Kingdoms j 
in Lent and afterwards, few or none to be 
had till Augujl : For in the Eaft and North- 

Eaft Regions, and fo in moft foreign King- 
doms and Dukedoms, the Herrings are 
every Day's Meat, Winter and Summer, as 
well to make them drink, as to fuffice their 

Appetites ; in fuch exceeding Requeft are the 
Herrings, that there is a great Demand for 
them in all Parts through Chriftendom, and 
in the Heathen Countries ; fo that if we had 
firft twenty Score Buffes and could increafe 

them to twenty hundred, yet is their Vent 
enough and Herrings enough for us all to take 

F 

upon his Majefty's Coaft ; God continue it. 

E z And 
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And for as much as God hath fent this 
excellent Blefling to his Majefty above all 
other Kings, and that this huge Quantity 
of Fifh and Herrings do offer themfelves 
to his Majefty 's Kingdoms beyond all Na- 
tions, and that it is manifeft, that the 
Trade of Fifhing is Work-Mafter to all 
other Trades, and by that Means the Dutch 
increafe their Farthings to Pounds, and their 

F 

Pounds to Thoufands; and what Fruitfulnefs 
is in their Country? and not a Beggar there, 
every one getting his own Living, is admi* 
rable to behold ; that the poor Man, tho' he 
be blind and have but one Hand, will get 
his own Living fitting on a Seat, with 
Knitting and making of Nets and Hooks ; 
every Boy and Wench, from ten and twelve 
Years and upwards, will get their owp Liv- 
ing by winding Hemp, fpinning Yarn, 
making Twine and Thread for Nets. So 
Idlenefs, Beggary, and Penury, will be 
driven out of this Land, by commodious 
Confutations, -as in other Places they do, 

which 
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which never any Statute heretofore made 
could bring to pafs, to the great Glory 

of God, and Comfort of his Majefty's 
Subjefts, 



THE 



The Grand Pensionary 
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DUTCH Fishery. 



H 



OLLAND h very well fituated to 
procure its Food out of the Sea, 
which is a common Element; it lies not 
only on a Strand, rich of Fifh, near the 
Dogger-San^ where Haddock, Cod, and 
Ling may in great Abundance be taken and 
cured, but alfo near the Herring Fifhery, 
which is only to be found on the Coaft of 
Great-Britain, viz, from St. John's to St. 
James's about Schetland^ Pharil, and Bock- 
nefs ■, from St. James's to the Elevation of 

F the 
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the Crofs, about Bocknefs y or Se<venoit> from 
the Elevation of the Crofs to St, Katherine\ 
ia the deep Water Eaftward of Yarmouth \ 
And this Herring Fifhing, which It is nqw 
two hundred and fifty Years ago fince Wil- 
liam Beakeljbn pf Bieryliet firft learned to 
gill, {alt, and pack them up in Barrels, toge- 
ther with the Cod Fifhery, is become fo 
effectual a Means of Siibfiftance for thefe 
Lands, and elpecially fince fo many neigh- 

■ -» ■#- 

bouring Nations, by Reafoh pf thi^r .Reli- 
gion, are obliged upon certain Days and 
Weeks of the Year wholly to refrain 
from Eating of Fleflij that the Ifylkn- 
ders alone do fifh, in a Time of Peace, 
with more than a thoufand Bufles, from 



\ * 



twenty-fpur to thirty Lafts Burdeft each, 
and with above one hundred and twenty 
fmaller Vefiels that Fiih for Herringsat the 
Mouth of the Texel : So that thdfe? thou- 



t- 



fand Bufies, being fet to Sea ibr a ; Year, 

J ' 

wherein they make three Voyages, do coft 

above ten Millions <of Guilders, accounting 
only the Bufs with its Tackle at- fbur thou- 
fand 
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fand five hundred and fifty Guilders, and the 
fetting forth to Sea, five thoufand five hun- 
dred Guilders, there remaining nothing of 
all its Visuals and Furniture the fecond 
Year, but the bare Veflel, and that much 
worn* and tattered, needing great Repara- 
tion. So that if thefe thoufand Bufles 
do take yearly forty thoufand Lafts of Her- 
rings, counting them at leaft worth two 
hundred Guilders per Laft, they would 

yield in Holland more than eight Millions 
of Guilders. 



i _ 

And feeing" that of late, Men have begun 

i 

to make very much Ufe of Whale Oil and 
Whale Fins, whith are taken to the North- 

T 

ward, not far from us, in (6 much that with 
Southerly Winds, which are common in 
this Country, we can fail thither in fix or 
eight Days; The Trade of Fifhing and 
Salt may eafily be fixed and fettled with 
us for to fix thofe Fifheries, and feveral Ma- 
nufactures, and confequently the Trade and 
Returns thereof, depending on Navigation 

E 2 and 



m 

and Ships let put to Freight, we ought duly 
to confider that the greateft Difficulty fo r 
fo innumerable a People to fubfift on their 
own Product proves the moft powerful 

Means to attradt all foreign Wares into 
Holland^ not only to ftore them up there> 
and afterwards to carry them up the Coun- 
try by the Maere, Waal, Uffel and the Rhine 
(making together one River) to very many 
Cities, Towns and People lying on the Side 
of them, the moft confiderable in the 

World for Confumption of Merchandize; 
but alfo to confume the faid imported Goods, 
or to have them manufactured : It being 

4 

well known, that no Country under Hea- 
ve;n, of fo {mail a Compafs, has fo many 
People and Artificers as we have $ to which 

may be added, that no Country ih the 
World is (b wonderfully divided with Rivers 
and Canals, whereby Merchandize may be 
carried up and down with fo little Charge. 



Emanuel van Meteren fays, that in the 
Space of three Days, in the Year 1601", 

there 
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there failed out of Holland to the Eaftward 
between eight and nine hundred Ships, and 
fifteen hundred Buffes for theHerring fifhing ; 
which is eafy to believe, if we may credit 
what the Englijh Authors mention, wav 
Gerard Malines in his Lex Mercatoria y 
and Sir Walter Raleigh, and which Lieven 
van Aitzma, Anno 1653, Page 863. doth 
In fome Meafure confirm* viz. That there 
are yearly taken and fpent by the Hpltanders 
more than "three hundred thoufand Lafts of 
Herrings and other fmall Fifh : And that 
the Whale Fifhing to the Northward takes 
up above twelve thoufarid Men, which fail 
out of thefe Countries. For fince the 
•Greenland Company, or to exprefs myfelf 

■ 

better, the monopolizing Grant thereof 

+ 

was annulled, and the Whale Fifhing fet 
open in common, that Fifhery is increafed 
from one to ten : So that when we reckon 



V 



that all thefe fifhing VefTels are built here at 
home, and the Ropes, Sails, Nets and 
Cafks made here, and that Salt is furnifhed 
from hence ; we may eafily imagine, tha t 

there 
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there mufl be an incredible Number of Peo- 
pie that live fey .this Means * especially when 
we! aid, that ^tt thefe People mufl have 






IVJeat, Drink, Cloaths, and Houfing, and 
that the Fifh when caught is tranfported by 
the liollanders in their Veflels thro' the 
whole World. . And indeed if that be true 



which Sir Walter Raleigh (who made dili- 
gent Enquiry thereinto in the Y ear 1 6 1 8 to 
inform King "James of it) affirms, that the 
.Hollanders fifhed , on the Coaft of Great 






Britain with no lefs than three thoufand 




i*±X -*»-*•-** * *' 



and fifty . thoufand Men ; and that 
theyr employed and fet to Sea, to tranfport 
and fell the Fifh fo taken, and to make Re- 
turns . thereof, nine thoufand Ships more, 
and one hundred and fifty thoufand Men 



^ ■* 



befides $ and if we hereunto add what he 

- ' 

faith farther, viz.- that twenty Bufles do 
maintain eight thoufand People, and that 



t h 



the Hollanders had in all no lefs than twenty 
thoufand Ships at Sea; as alfo, that their 

Fifhing, Navigation, and Traffic by Sea, widi 
its Dependencies fince that Time, to the 

Year 
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Year 1667, is increafed to one third more : 

I fay if that be fo, we may then eafily con- 
clude, that the Sea is a fpecial Means of 
Holland's Subfiftance ; feeing Holland by 
this Means alone yields by its own Induftry 
above three hundred thoufand Lafts of Salt 
Fifh. So that if we add to this, the Whale 
Fin, and Whale Oil, and our Holland Ma- 
nufactures, with that which our own Rivers 
afford us, it muft be confefled that no Coun- 
try in the World can make fo many Ships 
Lading of Merchandize by their own In- 
duftry as the Province of Holland alone. 



A 



A 



DISCOUR 
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fishery: 



9 



Briefly laying open, not only the Advantage 
and Facility of the Undertaking, but 
likewife the abfolute Neceffity of it, in 

order to the Well-being both of King 

and People. 



Aflerted and vindicated from all Material 

Obje&ions. 



By R. V ESTRANGE. 



London, 1674. 
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E I N G to treat of the Fifljery, and 

more particularly of the Herring Fifh- 

ing ; tha* I reckon upon the Cod and .Ling 

Fifliing alfo in the Grofs, I have diligently 

perufed, extracted, and digefted whatever 

I could meet upon that Subjedt, and I find 

that my Difcourfe will fall under thefe three 
Propolitions. 



I. That it is of great and certain Ad* 
vantage. 



G 2 



II. 
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II. That it lies fairer for the Subjects of 

his Majefty of Great Britain than for 
the Hollanders^ 



III. That if it be encouraged and efta- 
. bliihed, it- will prove the Foundation 
• of an ample and laftirig Revenue to 
the Crown, and of Wealth and Prof- 
perity to the Nation. Nay, if it fhould 
turn to Lofs inftead of Profit, it would 
ftill abundantly anfwer the Expence in 
the Confequence, being an Undertaking 
not only of common Benefit, but (as 

the Cafe ftands) of abfolute Neceffity, 
. to the Safety and Well-being both of 
King and People. 



t I. The Fifoery is of great Ufe and certain 
. Advantage. 



Touching the Advantage of the Fifhery, 
I ptefume there will be no Difpute 5 fincc 

* 

it is granted on all Hands, that the Dutch 

i 

/are beholden, to it for the Rife and Support 

of 
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of their Greatnefs, for their Reputation 
abroad, and for their Strength at home ; 
infomuch, that the Herring, Cod, and 
Ling, taken in his Majefty's Seas by the 
Dutch and other Strangers, are valued Com- 
munibus Annis at no lefs than ten Millions of 
Pounds Sterling, which Computation has 
been often published and conflantly received 
for Current without Contradiction. 



II. The Ft fiery lies fairer for the SubjeSis 
of his Mqjefty of Great Britain, than 
for the Hollanders. 



As the Fifhery is very confiderable, fo it 
lies much fairer for us than for them, in re- 
gard that we have many Advantages toward 
it which the Dutch want, and that we hard- 
ly want any thing which they have, favd 
only Induftry, which may be eafiiy pro- 
moted by good Order and Difcipline. 



Firft, we have the Fifh upon our Coafts 
(t might have faid upon our Shores) where, 



in 
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in cafe of Storm, unlading, taking in Pro- 
vifion, or the like, it is feldom above four 

or five Hours Work, and moft commonly 
not fo much, to recover a Harbour, and 
without any Lofs of Time, to refit and put 
to Sea again, whereas the Dutch have ufual- 
ly two hundred Leagues to fail before they 
come to their Fifhing, and there they lie at 
the Mercy of the Winds, for want of a 
Port to friend, and in cafe of unlading, they 
have as far back again,' which takes up a 
great deal of Time, hinders their Bufinefs, 
and endangers the Lofs of their Markets. 
It is true, that they have their Gagers many 
times to take off their Fifh at Sea, and re- 
furnifh them with Cafks and other Necef- 
faries ; but if it happens to be a rolling Sea 

they muft lie ftill and wait for a Calm j 
Whereas with us that are in Harbour, the 
Work of unlading, repacking, and fending 
our Fifh away to the firft Market, goes on 
in all Weathers. So that in refpedt of the 
Nearnefs of the Fifhing we have much the 

better of them : And no lefs in the Com- 

modioufnefs 
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niodioufnefs of our Ports and Creeks to re- 
ceive the Bu0cs upon all Occaiions. 



4 

Asto the Charge of a fifhing Veffel, Xvith 
her Furniture, Tackle, Salt, Cafks and 

* 

Victuals, there is hardly any thing that be- 
longs to it, except Pitch and Tar, which we 
have not of our own Growth ; whereas the 
Dutch have little of their own towards it 

F 

but Cheefe and Butter, which is cheaper 
with us too than with them. 



Now if the Fifhery be fo profitable and 

Ue fo open to us that we may mafter it with 
lefs Expence, Difficulty, or Hazard than 
the Dutch, it is our own Fault if we do not 
improve it- to the greateft temporal Blefling 

* 

(perchance that Providence ever beftowed 
upon any People.) 



*t ■ , ■ 



Some indeed will have it, that we want 



t J \ 



c 



Men j others, that our Men will never take 



to it. 



To 



4 i 
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To the firft, I an Aver, under Favour, 
at we have Men enough, but they are 
e, and live upon the Pttblick (to the Shame 
the Government) without any Return of 
ibour and Induftry for their Bread 5 let 



>' 



work * upon the 



Fifhery, and we fliall have Hands 



i- # 



1 



^ — * 



The fecond Exception is a Contemplation 
at large, vizs* That the Genius of- this 
Nation will never endure the Hardships of 
that Employment. 



To which I reply, that the Engli/h do 
daily run greater Hazards, and fuffer greater 
Hardfhips in other Voyages than they do in 



this ; and that they are irv a very many Cafes 

_ m 

inured to harder Labour : For certainly the 

working of a Mine is incomparably - beyond 
that of a Bufs. But to come to the very Point 
kfelf j fo for are the Engltjh from an Aver- 
fion to the Fifhery , that they do apply them- 
felves to it j as Yarmouth and Scarborough, 

4 

and indeed the whole Coaft, will bear me 

wit- 
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witnefs ; for ft) foon as ever Harveft is over 
(where the Herring Seafon comes on) the 
Boys and Country Fellows prefently flock to 
the Coaft to be hired into the Fifhery, and 

upon Trial find it fo much to their Lik- 
ing, that after the fecond Voyage there is 
not one in twenty of them but takes to the 

Sea for good and all, without ever returning 
to his former Condition. 



To make it yet clearer, it will not be 
amifs to take this general Obje&ion to Pieces, 
and diftindtly to examine the feveral Diffi- 
culties that occur under the Notion of Hard- 
(hips. For to fay thjit the Englijh will never 
do any thing, but where they may lie warm 
and dry ; fill their Bellies and take their 

Eafe ; and that the Hollanders will endure 
Hardfhips better than the Englijh^ will never 
carry the Queftion : But I would fain know 
what Sort of Hardship it is (conducing to 
this Affair) wherein the Dutch go beyond 



us. 



H Are 



( So) 
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Are they hardier to encounter the Dan- 
gers of the Seas ? 



In this Point we may appeal to every 
Day's Experience, and leave the whole 
World to judge betwixt us. 



Is it the Hardfhip of lying expofed to 
cold Blafts and Storms ? 



Herein lies a Miftake which I muft con- 
fefs has gained fome Credit, and it is worth 

the Pains to fet it right. Be it known then, 

that the Herring Fifhing in his Majefty's 
Seas begins in June, and goes out in No- 

vernier, and that for the iirft four Months 
(which is the beft Time both for Profit and 
fair Weather) wc never fo much as look 
after it, but fall in upon the Winter Fifhing 
from September to the End of November, 
which is the inoft tenipeftuous Seafon of the 
whole Year ; and then in January we fit 
put for the North Seas, and fpend the re- 

mainder 
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mainder of the Winter in all Extremities of 
Cold and Hardfhip. This is enough to 
fatisfy any Man that our Skins are as good 

Proof againfl: Wind and Weather as theirs. 



farther 



that the Winter Fiihing 



Excufe 



making 



the more 



. And: truly the Hardfhip of coarfe Feed- 
ing does not amount to much neither, tho* 
I know great Strefs is laid upon it, how piti- 
fully their People fare, and that an Engtifh 
Body will never be able to live upon Dutch 
Diet. 



If fo it were, that an Englifto Diet could 
not be had, and that a Dutch one would 
not ferve the turn, it were fomething, but 
that is not our Cafe ; for here he that can- 



may 



Work 



H 2 on 



on with Peas and Bacon every jot as well 
as with Roots and Cabbage ; not but that 
the Englijh can bring their Stomachs down 
too, upon any honourable Occafion, to the 

groflefl Food imaginable, as has been often 
feen among the Befieged in our late Trou- 
bles : But they are too generous to mortify 

i 

their Carcaffes purely to fave their Purfes, 
which in this Particular is the only Ground 
of Exception. It will augment the Charge, 
that is to fay, whereas a Holland Bufs, after 

their Way of Victualling, clears about a 

thoufand Pounds a Year, an Englijh Buft 

will not clear above nine hundred and ninety 
Pounds according to ours, which ten Pounds 
Difference I do only admit for Quiet fake, 
and to fhorten the Difpute, as being the 

qioft that any Man can pretend to, and more 
too, in plain Terms, than the Matter will 

bear. For the Dutch Victualling is the 
fame with ours, fo far as to Beer, Bifcuit, 

Butter, and Cheefe, all which we can lay 
m much cheaper than they : So that it is 

but adding the Charge of Peas and Bacon, 

which 
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* 

which (take it at the worft) comes but to 
fome fifteen or fixteen Pounds more, and 

then, difcounting for the other Victuals 
which it faves, for the Difference of Prices, 
and for the Brandy which their People drink 

more than ours, and there is the Account. 



Befides, the very fuppofal of pafling from 
a good Diet to a bad is a very great Error, 

for the Countrymen that put themfelves in- 
to the Fifhing, fare incomparably better at 
Sea than ever they did at Land $ for befide 
the ordinary Provifion which they carry to 
Sea, they feed upon the Fifh they catch ; 
which for Variety and Delicacy (being frefh 

w 

taken) is a Treat beyond what is to be had 
at any Nobleman's Table afhore, and im- 
proves them at fuch a Rate, that of pitiful 
Weaklings at Land, they come in a Voyage 
or two to be hearty, ftout, and healthful 
Perfons. 



There is another Objection raifed from 
the Stri&nefs of the States Government, 



wh 



ere 
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(where People muft either wock or ftarve) 
which fays, that the Hardships of the Fifh- 
ery are fo great, that if it Were ftot barely 
to keep Life and Soul together, no body 
would meddle with it, and that their Fish- 
ery is meerly fupplied out of fuch Sort of 
People. 



My Anfwer is, firft, that the Founda- 
tion is a Miftake, for it is already made 
plain, that there are no fuch terrible Hard- 
ftiips^ . Secondly, for Argument's Sake I will 
take all, for granted, as well the Hardfhips 
themfelves as the Neceffities that make, Peo- 
pie undergo them, let it be but agreed that 

by the Force of thefe Neceffitiesjthe thing 
is done at laft. For then by a; ftrpnger 
Reafon it may be done by us, wfro have, ten 
Men for their one, that have nothing to 
live upon but their Labour ; Perfons that 
are ready to ftarve for want of Work, when 
the Nation is almoft undone for want of 



People. 



* j 



Th ere 
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j 

There are yet two Lions more in the 
Way ; firft, our Herrings are in no Efteem 

+ 

abroad, becaufe we have not the right Way 
of curing them. Secondly, we fhall never 
make any thing of it, for the Dutch will 
underfill us by freighting cheaper, and 
confequently beat us out of the Trade for 
want of Vent, To which in Order. 



Firft, There are two Ways of curing 
Herrings % the one, at Sea $ where they 

.are gipped immediately upon the taking, 
and fo barrelled up : The other at Land, 
where they are gipped and packed fome 
Days after they are taken. Thefe we call 
Shore-made Herrings, and we know be- 
fore-hand, that one Barrel of the other 
(for Goodnefs) is worth a hundred of thefe, 
and that they will never take their Pickle 
kindly, unlefs their Throats be cut as foon 

as they are caught. So that it is a great 
Error to take a Shore-made Herring for a 
Trial of our Skill in Curing. But for thofe 
we make at Sea, they are as good and as 

well 
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cfteemed abroad as any Dutch Herring 
whatfoever ; and this very Year above two 

j 

hundred Barrels were fold into the Eafi 
Country, out of one fmall Veflel of ours, 
at near four Pounds a Barrel. I wifh we 
were not more to blame for not taking them 
than for not curing them. But what if 



them ? Is it im 



lible to learn ? 



Secondly, The other Suggeftion, that the 
Dutch will beat us out of our Trade, is 

either of no Force at all againft the Fifhery, 
or it is much more forcible againft the 
Merchant and the Collier, for this Trade 

lies under our, Nofes, and more in our Power 
than any other : And to difcotirage our 
Fifhing upon this Confideration, is all one, 
as to bid us quit all Navigation whatever, 

and leave ourfelves at the Hollanders Mercy, 
or in EfFedl, for a Prey to all Comers. And 
then to fear the Want of Vent, is to imagine 
that People will leave Eating : For great Part 
of the trading World lies yet unferved, 

nei- 
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neither can any Man fhew me that 
Herring lay upon our Hands for *v 

Marker. 



Enough is faid, firft to fhew the Advan- 
tage of the Fifhery, and fecondly, that we 
may eafily mafter it if we pleafe. It remains 
now that we take Poffeffion of it, and ap- 
ply the Profit to ourfelves. 



III. If the Fi/hery be encouraged and 

w 

efiablijhed y it will prove the Foundation 

of an ample and lofting Revenue to the 

Crown, and of Wealth and Profperity 

to the Nation. Nay, if it Jhould turn 

to Lofs inftead of Profit ! , // would fill 
abundantly anfwer the Expence in the 

Confequence, being an Under taking not only 

of common Benefit, but, as the Cafe fiands, 

of abfolute NeceJJity to the Safety a?id 

Well-being both of King and People. 



It is but Reafon, that public Works fhould 
receive public Encouragement, and that 

I where 
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where both Prince and People are to par- 
take of the Benefit they fhould likewife join 
in the Furtherance of the Thing. Of fuch 
a Quality is this Work $ no fickly Projed; 
upon a Ramble we know not whither, to 
hunt for we know not what ; but a fober 
and fimple Plot upon a Treafure that lies at 
pur very Feet : A Treafure of more Value 
to us than both the Indies, and yet we will 
not fo much as ftoop to take it up. 



The Encouragement here intended is the 
railing of a Sum of Money for a Fund, as a 
neceffary Preparatory toward the perfecting 

F 

of the Work, which may be done either 
by Loan, Contribution, or Tax, 



Hitchcock computes upon eighty thou- 
fand Pounds, to be furnifhed by forty Perfons 
out of every County, at fifty Pounds a Man, 
reckoning South tVales for one County, and 
North Wales for another (wKieh is no great 
Matter) and many other Contrivances there 
are : but this Point may be cut ihort, far 

upon 
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Security there will be no diffi- 
scuring Money. 



Contribution would be an eafy Way, and 
certainly do a great deal in the Bufinefs, if 

the People might be fecured from the Fate 
of their lafl Benevolence in this Kind, which 
never came to any thing, and there is a 
good Part of it remaining in the Collectors 
Hands to this very Day unaccounted for. 
Many Ways might be found out for their 
Satisfaction, but none perhaps more agree- 
ble than depofiting of the Stock in the 
Chamber of London* 



A general Tax would do the Deed at a 
Blow ; nay, a particular Impofition, to in- 
troduce it by Degrees (as in the Cafe of the 
Algier Duty, for the Redemption of Slaves^ 
the Coal-Tax, for the' rebuilding of Chur- 
ches) would fufficiently anfwer my Pur- 
pofe. 



I 2 Monies 



i 
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Monies being raifed and depofited .toward 
a Stock, we come now to coniider where 
and how to employ them. 



The firft thing to be done may be the 

refolving upon fo many Staples, and then 

to fall to work upon Creeks, Wharfs, Docks* 
Store-houfes, Tan-houfes, Work-houfes,, 

Granaries, Brew-houfes, and other Con- 

veniencies for the Service : And at the fame 

Time the Poor may be fet to work upon 
Spinning, making of Nets and Ropes, and 

the like, that the fifhing Tew, and the 

other Provifions may go on Hand in Hand 
together. 



By this Method, the Defign may be veiy 
fairly advanced with the Supply of forty or 
fifty thoufand Pounds, leaving the Charge 
of the Veftels to come after, when there 
fliall be Accommodations fit to entertain 
and receive them. The Reafons of my 
propofing it thus by Halves arc thefe: I ft, 
There is no need of buying Veflels till we 

know 
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know how to difpofe of them (tho* an Eye 
may be had in the Interim to the faving 
and fetting apart for this Ufe of fuch Ships 
as may poflibly fall in by accident.) 2dly> 
The Expence will be lighter, and fo more 
eafily compared. And laftly (which is the 

main Point of all) it will be a great Encou- 
ragement to a farther Supply toward the 

Charge of the Veflels themfelves, which is 
next to be confidered, when the People fhall 

fee that we are in earneft, and even got 

half thro' the Work already. 



. The Charge of a Herring Bufs of eighty 
Ton, new from the Stocks, and furnifhed 
at all Points for the Fi/hery, together with 
Victuals and Wages for one whole Year, 
may be rated at nine hundred Pounds, which 
being divided into two Parts, I make Ac- 
count that the Vcflel herfelf, with her 
Cock-Boat, Mafls, Sails, Yards, Cables, 
Anchors, and other Trim to fit her for the 
Sea, will make about one Moiety : So that 
two hundred new Bufles rigged and fitted 

as 
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as aforcfaid, will come to about ninety thou- 
fand Pounds, (or at fecond Hand, perhaps 
thirty thoufand cheaper) which Expence 
with ordinary Succefs, will be cleared the 
fir ft Year, and Money towards a Stock over 
and above. It were better if there were 
more, but rather than fail, I would con- 
tent niyfelf for a Beginning even with a 
fourth Part of thefe ; but be they more or 

fewer I would have all the Veflels advanced 
upon the King's Account, and have all the 



\ 



remaining Charges of Nets, Rope, Line, 
Cafk, Salt, Victuals, and in fhort, of all 
fifhing Tew and Provifions to be borne up- 
on Adventure according to common Prac- 
tice in thofe Cafes, for the Eafe of his Ma- 
jelly, and the Encouragement of the Peo- 
ple. This will be better underftood by a 
Word or two, concerning the Methods in 
the Management of the Fifhery. 



The Profit of a Herring Bufs is divided 
into fo many Shares, whereof there go 
about two Thirds to the Adventurers, and 

the 
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the reft to the Veffel : The Nets and fifh- 
ing Geare, the Matter and his Mate, with 
the Sailors, Fifhermen, and the Veflel it- 
felf are in upon the Adventure of no Pur- 
chafe no Pay. The Ships Provifions of 
Vidtual, Salt and Cafks, are furnifhed upon 
Adventure too, with the Advantage it may 

be of 12 per Cent, for their Commodities in 
time of Peace, and twice as much in Time 
of War, above the Price of the Market, 
but with this Difference, that the lafl Ad- 
venture is to be paid off upon the Return 
before th$ Dividend, without pretending to 
any other Intereft in the Profit of the Voy- 
age. So that his Majefty fhall not need to 
be one Penny more out of Purfe than for 
the Veflel as aforefaid ; fave only the Ship's 
Part towards the Wages of fix or fevcn 
Land-men, which is fo inconfiderablc, that 
after two Voyages they will themfclvcs deal 
no longer for Wages, but ferve upon Ad- 



venture. 



Thi: 



s 
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This is the very Track of the Affair, 
and by this Method is retrenched almoft the 
one Half of the prefent Charge of the 
Fifhery, the Work made eafy and profitable 
in common both to King and People. 



The Proportion of Sailors and Fifhers 
for two hundred Bufles, will be eighteen 
hundred or two thoufand Men, which will 
be fupplied from our Coafts without any 

Difficulty, and thefe two hundred Bufles 
will train up yearly at leaft twelve hundred 

Landmen for Sea Service. 



And then for Money certainly it will 
never be wanting, when fo fmall a Matter 
may advance fo great a Work. 



What were it for the Clergy to make his 
Majcfty a Prefent of fifty complete Bufles, 
and delivered without any farther Trouble 
into his own Ports ? which undoubtedly they 

would never flick at. 

A 
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Amongft fifty or one hundred of thofe 
noble Perfons upon whom his Majefty 
hath fhowered down his Graces and Boun- 
ties, what were it for them to furnifh as 
many more (which in pure Honour and 
Gratitude they would never refufe ?) 



The City of London would undoubtedly 
come in for their Quota too j not only in 
Acknowledgment of the Honours and Pri- 
vileges they have received from the 
Crown, but in Purfuance of their wonted 
Munificence in favour of all public Un- 
dertakings. 



So that there remains but fifty Bufles 
more, to be furnifhed from the whole Na- 

F 

tion befide, to make up the Number, which 
comes to little more than a Veflel a County, 
one County with another. 



This Way would carry the Bufinefs 

thro', and leave no Objection behind of 

K any 
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any Pofllbility of ill-hufbanding or nfiiap^ 
plying the Monies, when the refpe&iveCon- 

4 

tributers themfelves fhall have the Manage- 
ment, and ordering of their own Propor- 
tions. 



+ 

This may fuffice for an Encouragement 
to the Fifhery, and there. wants little now 
towards the Eftablifhment of it but the fet- 
tling and fetting apart by A6t of Parlia- 
ment a certain Revenue for the repair- 
ing of Creeks, Wharfs, Houfes and Vef- 

fels belonging thereto, to be veiled in the 
King and his Heirs forever, to the Ends and 
Purpofes aforefaid. 



In purfuance of my Afiertion I am now 
to make good that the Fifhery being duly 
encouraged and eftablifhed, will prove the 
Foundation of an ample and lafting Re- 
venue to the Crown, and of Wealth and 



Profperity to the Nation. 



Upon 
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Upon the King's providing Buffes, and 
the fettling the fmall Sum of twenty thoufancj 
Pounds a Year for Reparations and Supplies, 
in Manner as is heretofore exprefled, there 

* ■ 

will accrue to his Majefty a third Part of 
the Profits of the Fifhery in the Right of 
the Veflels> which upon a very reasonable 
and hopeful Improvement will amount to 
a Million and a half yearly, and remain to 
the Crown forever. This is what I call 



* ^' 



the Foundation of an ample and lafting 
Revenue, and which I look upon as a Trea- 
fury that will much more than anfwer all 
his Majefty's naval Expences whatever. 
To fay nothing of what will be advanced 

in his Cuftoms by Commodities imported for 
our Fifli in Return. 



And I may very well reckon upon it alfo 

^ 

as a Foundation of Wealth and Profperity 

to the Nation ; for I cannot caft my Eye 

upon any Sort or Condition of People that 

will not be the better for it, and the Com- 
munity moft of all. 

K z Firfl, 
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Firft, It will bring all other Commodities 
in upon the Truck, which we now pay 
ready Money for to an ineftimable Value. 



Secondly, It will eafe this Kingdom at 
leaft three hundred thoufand Pounds a Year 
in the very Tax to the Poor, by employ- 
ing all Sorts of People, and turning the 
great Burthen of this Land into an equal 

Benefit, which will be in fome Meafure a 
repeopling of us too, by adding fo many 
loft Hands to the Service of the Public. 



4 

Thirdly, A full Fiihery in this one Year 
would have faved the City of London and 
the Dependencies upon the River of Thames, 
near half a Million perchance in the Price 
of Coal, for there would never have wan- 
ted Seamen to carry on the War and the 
Colliery together. 



It would be endlefs to run thro' all the 
Particulars ; How it begets Commerce, fills 

his 
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his Majefty's Coffers ; peoples his Domi- 
nions, and confequently raifes the Price of^ 
Land ; enriches the Merchant, both by Ex- 
portation and Importation ; and the Trades- 
man by fetting all Hands to work : For it 
is remarkable, that ten thoufand Pounds 
Adventure in the Fifhery, employs more 
People than fifty thoufand Pounds in any 
other Trade whatsoever,' Clothing excepted. 
It excites Induftry, and clears us of Loiterers 
and Beggars. Infomuch that ordinary 
Servants make themfelves Fortunes by 

working of Nets at ipare Hours, and ad- 
venturing them in the Fifhery. 



Let it not be imagined that I fpeak all 

* * 

this without Book, for I have my Calcu- 
lation of the Profit of it, and other Advan- 
tages, from Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir John 
Burrowes, and many other learned and ex- 
perienced Authors, who compute the yearly 

i 

Value at above ten Millions, when the 
'Dutch had not half the Number of BufTes 
which now they have. 

But 
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But be the Profit more or lefs, rather than 
differ upon that Point, we will caft all our 

Millions into the Sea again, and yet fet up 
the Fifhery, tho' we fhould trade to lofs, 
for it feems to me of fo abfolute a Neceffity 
to this Nation* that (humanly fpeaking) we 
cannot well or long fubfift without it. 



If we let our Navigation fall we are loft, 
and how to fupport and fupply it without 
the Fifhery I do not comprehend > the Man 

of War and Merchantman confume Seamen, 
and breed none ; the Collier brings up now 
and then an Apprentice, but ftill fpends 

more than he makes : The only and the 
common Nurfery of Seamen is the Fifh- 
ery, where every Bufs brings up, it may be 
fix, eight, or ten Men every Year $ fo that 

our Fifhery is juft as neceffary to our Navi- 
gation, as our Navigation is to our Safety and 
Well-being ; and it is well enough obferved, 

that all Princes and States are ftronger or 

weaker 
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wefllcer at Sea according to the Meafures of 
their Fifhery .'■ * 



Nor is it only for the Number of Seamen 
that we are indebted to the Fifhery, but 
for the Value of them alfo ; for there never 
were braver Officers in the World than thofe 
that have been trained up in that School, 

as any Man that defires to be better informed 
may by proper Enquiry eafily fatisfy himfelf. 



Nay, if they were only to be employed 
as Pilots, their Services would more than 
countervail the Charge, for their Bufinefs 
lies where our Danger lies : They know all 
the Rocks and Shelves, and there is no 
coafting without them. How many brave 
Ships have been ftranded for want of a pitiful 
Fiflierman aboard to forewarn us of the 
Danger ? Yes, and I have heard it confi- 
dently faid, that even fince this laft War 
with the Dutch, a great Part of his Ma- 
j efty's Fleet Royal had like to have perifhed 



the fame Score. Neither 



tend 
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tend fo much as to pilot a great Ship out of 
the River without a Fifherman. 



As we can do nothing at Sea without the 
Fifhery, fo I am afraid we /hall make as 

* ■ 

ill fhift at Land 5 for we have a bold Coaft, 

and for want of People upon it to defend it 

we lie open to a thoufand Mifchiefs. The 
Fifhery will relieve us in this too, by plant- 

ing a Trade there, which will draw on Com- 
merce, and confequently repeople and 
ftrengthen - us. If it be afked, how we 

4 ■ 

have done for Seamen all this while ? I an- 

■ ^ 

fwer, that we have done for Seamen as fome 

* 

r People do for Money that have but a Thou- 
fand Pound in the World, and play away 

five hundred of it in a Night, we fpend 
, upon the main Stock, and it will never hold 
out. It has been our Fifhery (even poor as 
it is) that has fupported us all this While, 
and when that dies, a Man may foretel, 
without the help of an Oracle, that the 
<51ory of England will not long outlive it. 



When 
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When I fpeak of the Fiihery, I defire to 
be understood of the Fifliery in general, and 
of Cod and Ling as well as Herring, which 
is efteemed to be well nigh as gainful too as 
the other- There is not any Subject perhaps 
that has been more laboured and to lefs Pur- 
pofe than this, and the Reafon pofTibly may 

be, that we have only taken a Profpedt of 

the Pecuniary Advantages of it, which we 

may live without, and given no Heed at all 

to that Confideration of State which makes 
it of abfolute Neceflity to our Prefervation. 



To contract all in a Word 5 if any Man 
/hall fay that I have over-rated the Fifhery, 
and the Influences it would have upon -the 
Profperity of this Kingdom, let them re- 

^ 

ply upon Sir Walter Raleigh^ Sir jfobn Bur- 

rowes, and other Perfons of Note, who 
have fludicd the Point, and made a particu- 
lar Deduction of the Value of it. 



L Ot 
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Or if I have not fufficiently proved that 

i 

it lies fairer for us than for the Dutch, or 

not fully anfwered all material Objections 
to the contrary, I fhall bp glad to b$ bet- 
ter ijiftrufted. 



we 



™ — » 

either happy or fafe without Navigation j 

Qr maintain that Navigation without a Fifh r 

Pilots. If this 



pry, 
may 



may 



manage it without Pilots, 
one, I fay all is well : But if not, 
in conclude, that the Fiihery is of 
ite and indifpenfable Necefiity tQ 



WelH>eing both of King and Peopl 



>. 






»* ^ 



c 



/ • 



L 



t 



\ 






V 






i' 






*r -/ 



* - 



4 


** 


■ I-' 


rt- 




-* 

• *■ 


4 


%? 


w * ■ 




>i 




<V 






Wit . 

J?" 








1.'? • 



•1* 



\ 



Source Library: 



Source Citation: 




Sou reed from the British Library 



'A small collection of valuable tracts, relating to the herring fishery comprehending John Keymefscetebratedobservafonson the 
Dutch fisheries, in 1601. The G rand Pensionary John oe Witts sentiments on the same subject: andadiscouiso shewing thg 
Necessity, and proving the Practicabiity. of establishing a British Baiting Fshery. by Sir Roger L*EBtiange. To which an 
Introduction K prefixed' Loncton, [1751], Eighteenth Century Collections Online , Gale. UNIV OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 5 Feb. 2010 
<http;//tindgakgroupcom.ec^ 
33D9D57339Ssource^ale8userGroupName=ubccrfumbia&version=1 0SOxLevel=FASCiMILE> 



# - , GALE 
■ *» CENGAGEUaming 



